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Aunt. But does he know nothing from his own knowledge ?
Niece. Yes, madam, he knows too much; for the unwary creature let him overhear her one evening  -making her jeers of, and flout at him, to some of the servants, but behind his back, for his calling them all to prayers ; and not only so, but at some expressions which he had used some time or other, -which she pretended were  nonsense,   and  others trifling, and the like, as the redundancy of her wit gave her room to banter.
Aunt. That was very unhappy, indeed, and the worse that he should know it too.
Niece. So it was, madam, for it made the poor gentleman decline performing his duty for some time, and made a very great breach between him and his lady, which is hardly quite made up yet.
Aunt. Why so, pray?
Niece. Why, madam, she wanted to have him continue to go on with his duty, and to pray in the family as he used to do. He declared he could not do it while that creature was to be there; that it was a restraint to him, and he could not perform when he knew there was one in the place who made a scoff and jeer at him for it. She alleged he ought to perform his duty for all that; and that it was a piece of the Devil's craft, contrived to interrupt the worship of God in his family, and that he ought to disregard it entirely.
Aunt. Well, I think he was very much in the wrong in that part, for he certainly ought not to have omitted his duty upon so mean an objection as that.
Niece. That is true, and he owned it; but said it was. a difficulty upon him, a restraint to him in the performance of his duty, and that she ought to remove it from him.